
 

 

Urgel, the son of Peter Preston Wintermute and Ivie 

Marie Omet, and a fourth great-grandson of emigrator 

Johann Georg Windemuth, was born on July 9, 1917 in 

Portland, Oregon.  Attending high school in Longview, 

Washington, by the time Urgel was a junior, he had ac-

quired the nickname “Slim” because of his slender 

build and amazing 6 feet 8 inch height. 
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Urgel “Slim” Wintermute 
NCAA All-American Basketball Player 

Courtesy of University of Oregon Library 

The “Tall Firs” depart Eugene for the 1939 NCAA basket-

ball tournament west regional held in San Francisco.  

“Slim” Wintermute at 6-feet-8 is easily recognized. 

© Oregon Sports Hall of Fame and Museum 

Urgel “Slim” Wintermute was the Tallest 

of the “Tall Firs” on the 1939 Oregon 

Ducks National Championship Team.  



 

 

250 Year-Old Wedding Dress 

 with Windemuth connections donated to museum 

Earlier this year, the Fort Erie (Ontario) 

Historical Museum received a hand-

embroidered panel from a wedding dress 

with claims of connections to the Winter-

mute family dating back to 1753.  The fab-

ric was donated by Claire Miller of Ontar-

io. 

According to an article in the February 9, 

2012 issue of the Fort Erie Post, “the dress 

was designed and worn by Jane Winter-

mute for her 1753 wedding in Boston and 

later made its way down the family tree 

worn by several descendants along the 

way.” 

Mrs. Miller wanted to 

donate the artifact to 

any museum in south-

ern Ontario, who 

could find a connec-

tion between a local 

resident and Jane 

Wintermute of Bos-

ton.  The newspaper 

article outlined the 

work of the museum’s 

researchers in mak-

ing the connection. 

The crucial piece of 

evidence was a hand-

written document 

titled “Exhibited by 

and the property of 

Mrs. J. A. Meyer, 1932 

Granby (Quebec) 

Fair.  A Very Old Rel-

ic.”  The researchers 

then discovered that 

the Meyers were de-

scendants of a marriage between Elizabeth Wintermute 

and Nathan Edmond Raymond in the year 1800 at Niagara

-on-the Lake, Ontario.  Nathan Edmond Raymond was 
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born in Boston and presumably left the United States with 

other United Empire Loyalists in 1787, settling in Quebec.   

The Museum admitted that they were unable to fill in the 

47 year gap between 1753 and 1800 and could not identi-

fy who Jane Wintermute married. 

Mike Johnson, our Windemuth Genealogy Chairman, set 

about trying to unravel the mystery.  His first priority was 

to verify the existence of Jane Wintermute during the mid-

1700s in Boston.  According to Mike, “This certainly ap-

peared to contravene the known Windemuth history.”  His 

second priority was to expand our research, filling in fam-

ily lines descending from these early Windemuths. 

Mike discovered that Elizabeth “Betsey” Wintermute was 

born in 1779, the daughter of Peter (Petrus Windemuth) 

Wintemute and Eva Sipes.  This made her the grand-

daughter of emigrator Georg Philip Windemoed and Ma-

ria Huber.  These early generations show no evidence of 

ever living in Boston.  Georg Philip emigrated to Philadel-

phia and his son Pe-

ter, was born in Wal-

pack, New Jersey in 

1851.  The family sub-

sequently relocated to 

Pennsylvania and then 

with other Loyalists to 

Welland County, On-

tario. 

Mike further surmised 

that the “missing” 

Jane Wintermute 

would most likely 

have been born about 

1730-1735, the same 

time the Windemuth 

family immigrated to 

America.  This would 

most likely have made 

her a daughter of one 

of our two male emi-

grators, Georg Philip 

(1705-1779) or Johann 

Georg (1711-1782).  

But there is no evi-

dence that either of these brothers had a daughter named 

Jane. 

 

(Continued on page 9)     

Members of the Port Erie Museum staff and archives committee display a panel from 

a 259-year-old wedding dress with Windemuth connections.  It was recently donat-

ed to the Museum. 
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Baraboo, located 9 miles 

south of The Wisconsin 

Dells, is the site of our next 

Windemuth North American 

Family Reunion.  Jim and 

Linda Wintermute, our reun-

ion hosts, invite all Winde-

muth descendants to attend 

this fun-filled three-day 

event on June 25-27, 2013.   

According to Jim, “We are planning a 

reunion that you won’t want to miss.  The 

reunion will provide both planned activi-

ties and free time.  We want our ‘cousins’ 

to enjoy socializing with each other 

while experiencing the scenic beauty of 

central Wisconsin.  Our headquarters 

will be the Best Western Motel in Bara-

boo.”   

There are lots of things to see and do in 

Baraboo.  It is home to the Circus World 

Museum, the former headquarters and 

winter home of the Ringling Brothers 

Circus.  The museum, which features 

circus artifacts and exhibits including a 

large collection of restored circus wag-

ons, also hosts daily live circus perfor-

mances throughout the summer.  Jim 

reminds us that “My grandfather owned 

the Wintermute Brothers Circus that win-

tered near here 100 years ago.” 

The Al Ringling Theatre is an active 

landmark in the city. This grand-scale 

800 seat movie palace is more elabo-

rate than one would expect in a town 

the size of Baraboo, owing to the gener-

osity of the Ringling family. The Al 

Ringling home still exists and is main-

tained in good condition. 

Baraboo is also home to the Internation-

al Crane Foundation, an organization 

dedicated to the study and conservation 

of the world's 15 species of crane.  Aldo 

Leopold's Shack and Farm, celebrated 

in his famous book A Sand County Alma-

nac (1949) is near Baraboo. 

A few miles north, the Wisconsin Dells 

takes its name from the dells of the Wis-

consin River, a scenic, glacially formed 

gorge that features striking sandstone 

formations along the banks of the Wis-

consin River. Together with nearby 

Lake Delton, the city forms an area 

known as "the Dells", a popular Mid-

western tourist destination.   

Water attractions are everywhere.  

Scenic boat tours take passengers past 

spectacular sandstone formations, 

Tommy Bartlett's Water Ski & Jumping 

Boat Thrill Show will delight everyone, 

and family members with children will 

want to visit one of the many water 

parks in the area.  Wisconsin Dells bills 

itself as the Water Park Capital of the 

World.   

Getting there is easy.  Baraboo is locat-

ed in central Wisconsin 9 miles south of 

I-90 on US Hwy 12.  If you arrive by air, 

consider flying into Chicago (3-hour 

drive to Baraboo), Milwaukee (2-hour 

drive to Baraboo) or Madison (50-

minute drive to Baraboo).   

Plan now to attend!  This reunion prom-

ises to be one you won’t want to miss.  

Registration and hotel information will 

be mailed in January 2013.   

For more information, please contact 

Jim Wintermute at:  

jwintermute@windemuth.org 

Attend the 2013 Windemuth Reunion 

 at Baraboo, Wisconsin 

Circus performer under the big top at the 

Circus World Museum in Baraboo. 

Whooping  Crane, an endangered  specie, 

at the International Crane Foundation near 

Baraboo.  

The Tommy Bartlett Ski Show presents a spec-

tacular 2-hour performance at the Dells. 
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Slim wasn’t just tall, he was quite coordinated.  In the 1930s, 

every tall kid tried playing basketball and most of them 

bombed out because they were awkward and clumsy.  Not 

Slim Wintermute.  Opposing players weren’t laughing when 

he grabbed most of the rebounds, scored easy hoops and 

inflicted lopsided defeats on them.  He was a trailblazer for 

tall men in the sport of basketball. 

Slim was recruited by the Uni-

versity of Oregon’s head coach 

Howard Hobson in 1935.  At 6-

feet-8, Slim played center.  He 

along with the team’s forwards 

Laddie Gale and John Dick, both 

6-feet-4, became known as the 

“Tall Firs”.  In the 1930’s, this 

was a very tall team, but they 

weren’t just tall, they were fast. 

In 1939, the Oregon Ducks won 

the Pacific Coast North Confer-

ence Division with a 24-5 record 

overall.  This earned them the 

right to play the Southern Divi-

sion champion, California, in a 

best-of-three playoff series.  

Oregon won the series with Win-

termute and Gale contributing 

more than half the points.   

The Ducks advanced to the 

NCAA Tournament’s West Re-

gional in San Francisco.  There 

they defeated Texas and Okla-

homa and headed to Evanston, 

Illinois for the first-ever NCAA 

National Championship game.  At Evanston they defeated 

Ohio State 46-33 to become the first-ever NCAA national 

basketball champion! 

“Slim” was selected to the All-America First Team in 1938 

and ’39.  After graduation, Wintermute played professional-

ly for the Detroit Eagles in the National Basketball League.  

In 1946, he became the player/coach of the Portland Indians 

in the Pacific Coast Professional Basketball League.   

Slim was inducted into the Oregon Sports Hall of Fame in 

1980 and into the University of Oregon Athletics Hall of 

Fame in 1994. 

On October 17, 1942, Slim married Ruth Helen Kilkenny in 

Portland, Oregon.  They had two children, Scott and Jane.  

Urgel “Slim” Wintermute (continued from page 1) 

A special thanks to Michael Johnson, Genealogy Chairman 

of the Windemuth Family Organization, and  Scott Winter-

mute, son of Urgel, for their assistance with this article.  

They can be contacted by e-mail at: 

       Mike Johnson:  mjohnson@windemuth.org 

       Scott Wintermute:  grumpa@bendbroadband.com 

The marriage ended in divorce and he then married Car-

rie Thoenes.  The couple had one son Steve. 

According to his son Scott, “Dad’s basketball career end-

ed in 1953.  After that, he worked for a Chrysler dealer-

ship and a couple of other firms before starting his own 

company, Wintermute Northwest Leasing.  Shortly there 

after, he had a heart attack 

and closed the business.  He 

then moved to Seattle and 

went to work for Boeing.” 

On October 24, 1977, the Eu-

gene Register-Guard newspa-

per reported that Urgel 

“Slim” Wintermute “is miss-

ing following a boating outing 

last week in Seattle and pre-

sumed dead.”   

The article continued, “King 

County Police officials indicat-

ed that Wintermute has been 

missing since last Wednesday 

when police investigated re-

ports of his disappearance 

from his 37-foot boat on the 

east side of Lake Washing-

ton.”  The police did not sus-

pect foul play.  His body was 

never found. 

In 2011, the University of Ore-

gon opened its new Matthew 

Knight Arena.  Lynne Winter-

mute, a niece of Urgel, visited 

the facility and was interviewed by the Portland Life 

Newspaper.  Lynne “felt a lot of pride” seeing the promi-

nently displayed photos of the 1939 NCAA basketball 

championship team including her Uncle “Slim”, the Tall-

est of the “Tall Firs”.  “Because of his accomplishments, 

the Wintermute name is recognized even to this day,”  

Lynne said.  “It’s amazing how well the name is known 

and how often I get asked about it.” 

Courtesy of University of Oregon Library 
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From Eileen Wintermute Oswin 

Succasunna, New Jersey 

Dear Mr. Dennis, 

In response to the request for more information about the Wintermute’s dock pic-

ture in your latest Newsletter, perhaps I can add a few facts.  My grandparents, John 

and Anna Wintermute owned this establishment from the time I was a small child.  

Therefore my best guess is from the late 1930s until approximately 1955.  My grand-

father died in 1953.  Grandma lived in one of the cabins across the street from the 

business for several years after that.  She passed away at age 92. 

I have many great memories of summer days spent swimming from their dock to the 

raft in Budd Lake.  As a teenager, I “worked” in the ice cream shop during the sum-

mer.  The left side of the building was the eating parlor.  My Grandma made home-

made pies and the lunches and dinners were served there.  The right side of the 

building was a bar.  Grandpa  was always running the bar.  I remember that he had 

a signed picture of the heavyweight boxer Jack Dempsey that hung on the wall.  

Every year Grandpa dug a (12 foot) hole to the right of the building.  He would start 

a fire with coals there,  Then he would make up cloth bags containing chicken parts, 

clams, corn on the cob, etc.  They had this yearly clambake and people came from 

all around to sit on the dock with their bag of goodies and a beer. 

Grandpa was a hunter during the winter months.  I saw a huge bear hanging on his 

porch as well as many deer which he shot.  He used the meat.  In fact, he made the 

best venison sausage I’ve ever had.  He had several hunting dogs, 

which I was never allowed to go near.  He said they were not pets.  

They were hunters. 

My parents, Mary and Bill Wintermute, lived in neighboring towns of 

Stanhope and Netcong.   I have two sisters, Ginger and Bette Jane and 

twin brothers, Jack and Bill. 

I am proud to say I am truly an American with ancestors from Germany, 

France, England and Ireland. 

My Family so enjoyed seeing the picture of Wintermute’s Dock.  Thank 

you for your interest. 

Eileen Wintermute Oswin 

From Cathy Ingraham 

Beaumont, Texas 

Hi Gene — I received a call from 

John Walter Wintermute of Willsbo-

ro, NY.  John had seen the photo in 

the newsletter. 

He said that the picture is of his 

grandfather’s bar in Budd Lake and 

he believes it was purchased some-

time in the 1930s.  His grandfather 

was also John Wintermute and he 

died around 1953. 

John remembered going to the dock 

where there was a carousel.  (I be-

lieve that the dock with the carousel 

may have belonged to my Great 

Aunt Amanda Cole Edgerton, who 

was the sister-in-law of my grandfa-

ther, Chester Arthur Snover.)   

Cathy 

Wintermute’s Dock  
      Budd Lake, New Jersey 

In our last Newsletter, we asked readers 

if anyone could tell us about Winter-

mute’s Dock on Budd Lake, in Morris 

County, NJ.   Cathy Ingraham from Texas 

had submitted the photo .  Our request 

resulted in two responses. 

Family members are encouraged 

to submit pictures and stories for 

the Newsletter or our web-site-

photo gallery.   
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Windemuth Descendant Honors Veterans 

       "Rolling Tribute" Created to Honor Those Who Sacrificed for Our Freedom  

Rick Peters is a 5th great-grandson 

of our emigrator Georg Phillip Win-

demoed.  To Rick Peters, thanking 

Veterans is serious business. Today, 

his appreciation is expressed 

through a special vehicle covered 

with murals that honors Veterans.   

On the truck’s passenger's side is a mural of the flag 

raising on Mount Suribachi.  

One of the murals on the trailer depicts a medic tending 

to a wounded soldier.  

As president of the Oregon Veterans Foundation, he and his wife 

Elizabeth are now working to establish a center for veterans.  A 

partnership of public and private groups, the center would in-

clude facilities for health care, sports & recreation, pharmacy, 

and other veteran’s services. The center would also have a com-

munity focus, with a museum, amphitheater, arboretum, educa-

tional programs, meeting rooms, and an auditorium.  The truck is 

a reminder to all of us that Freedom Is Not Free. "We owe these 

men and women so much" Peters said. "It is our duty and our hon-

or to serve those who have served.”  



 

 

Page 7 

Windemuth Family Newsletter 

July 2012 

Have You Used the Windemuth Forum? 

              The part of our web site where you become involved 

Our internet Forum (or mes-

sage board) provides an 

online discussion site where 

family members can hold con-

versations, in the form of post-

ed messages. 

You can tell everyone about the birth, 

death or marriage of a family member, 

ask or reply to a genealogy question, 

discuss the reunion or make suggestions 

on how to improve the Family Organiza-

tion.  You control what is asked and said! 

To join in, you must first register.  Go to 

our web site www.windemuth.org and 

using the right menu, click on Forum 

registration. 

It won’t be long before you will be en-

gaged with cousins around the world! The Windemuth Forum web page 

Post Card from  

Görlitz, Germany 

Heinz Conti-Windemuth, a resident 

of Görlitz, mailed us this postcard 

showing the Old Town Bridge.   

In 2010, when our Family Tour went to Germany, 

Heinz volunteered for a DNA test to verify he was 

related to his “American Cousins”.  The test con-

firmed he is related to the North American Win-

demuths.   

Heinz is now retired and collecting genealogical 

information on his family line, some of whom 

came to America in the 1880s.  He hopes to share 

it with us in the near future.    
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Death Announcements: 

Rex Owen Lewis passed away September 8, 2011, in 

Visalia, California.  Rex was born on December 15, 1924 

on his grandparents’ farm near Oxford, Nebraska, the 

son of Leslie and Effie (Deats) Lewis.  After WWII, he re-

ceived his B.A. from the Univ. of Nebraska at Lincoln.  He 

moved to California and received his Masters degree 

from USC.  He then moved to Visalia in 1960 and spent 

the next 3 decades teaching at the College of the Sequoi-

as. 

Dean H. Wintermute, 77, of Fort Atkinson, Wisconsin, 

passed away on January 20, 2012 at Rainbow Hospice in 

Johnson Creek.   He was born on April 9, 1934 in Palmy-

ra, WI, the son of Halsey, Jr. and Eva (Harris) Winter-

mute.  Dean married Barbara Shaw on June 29, 1968.  He 

worked for more than 20 years at Carnation (now Nestle 

Purina) in Jefferson until his retirement.  Dean enjoyed 

traveling and attended many Windemuth Family Reun-

ions. 

Jack E. Wintermute, 76, passed away on March 11, 2012 

in Mansfield, Ohio.  Born May 26, 1935 in Marion, he was 

Family News 
Reunions, births, marriages, deaths and missing addresses 

the son of the late Edward and Mae (Bausman) Winter-

mute.  Jack retired as a manager from Berthold-

Grigsby after 44 years of service.  He was an avid golf-

er and enjoyed fishing.  In his spare time, he and his 

wife, Ruth loved traveling. 

Joachim Wintermute died suddenly and unexpected-

ly on December 31, 2011 in Portland, Oregon.  He was 

born on April 23, 1973 in State College, Pennsylvania, 

the son of Edwin H. Wintermute IV and his wife Beth.  

He graduated  from Anne Arundel Community College 

in 1999 before beginning his adventurous tour of life 

exploring and relishing the natural wonders of our 

county.  Joachim leaves behind his wife Katy Harrison 

Wintermute and twin 7-year old sons Forrest and Grif-

fin. 

Charles Walter Snover passed away on June 1, 2011 

at Hospice in Avon, Indiana.  Born on January 6, 1926 

in Gladwin, Michigan, he was the son of George W. 

Snover, Jr. and Lillian Claire Wright. 

Surname First Middle Address City St/Pr 

Reeser Virginia L. Shay 602 S Main St #834 Crestview FL 

Wintemute David P. 3525 Club Drive Apt 102 Lawrenceville GA 

Wintemute Howard J. 1267 Peggy Lane NW Conyers GA 

Wintermote Judith A. 541 Tiffany Dr Spring Creek NV 

Wintermote Rose M. 704 E Mapleleaf Dr Apt 203 Mount Pleasant IA 

Wintermute William F. 1819 N Atlanta Pl Tulsa OK 

Wintermute Raymond  2229 Sunny Dale Dr Burlington Ontario 

VanVleet Marsha Flossie 9794 Lodi Center Rd Hector NY 

 Send information and updates to: 

Gene Dennis 

9095 S Saginaw #12 

Grand Blanc, MI 48439 

e-mail: gdennis@windemuth.org 

Missing Family Members: 

The Post Office returned newsletters mailed to the following family members indicating expired or no for-

warding address.  Please contact us if you can provide updated mailing information on these individuals. 
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Windemuth Family Organization expenses are covered by voluntary contributions 

from family members like you.  Your support pays the costs of newsletter produc-

tion, cemetery stone restoration, web site operation and other operating costs.  (The 

top of your mailing label indicates your current membership status.) 

Annual Contribution:  Please consider contributing $15 US annually so we 

can keep our Windemuth family heritage alive for future generations.  Many 

family members find it convenient to pay two or more years ahead.   

Life Member:  Family members may elect to become a Life Member by mak-

ing a single $300 US contribution.   

Whatever amount is right for you, please send your check made payable to:  

   Windemuth Family Organization   
C/O Gene Dennis 
9095 S Saginaw #12 
Grand Blanc, MI  48439 

 

Name: _______________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________ State: _________ Zip Code: ___________ 

Phone: ____________________ E-mail: ____________________________________ 

Life Members 

Noel J. Becar2 

Carole Wintermute Birnie 

Gene Winfield Dennis 

Cathy Snover Ingraham 

Thomas Michael Louden 

Marcia Jane McManus 

Susan Theresa Meier 

Shirley Wagoner Mickey 

Emma E. Murray 

Janice Wintermote Snyder1 

Jeane Bedo Titus 

Carolyn (Sue) Anne Wilkie 

Richard Neil Wintamute 

Bruce Scott Wintemute 

Norman Stewart Wintemute1 

Leonard Noal Wintermote 

David Michael Wintermute 

Dean Hallie Wintermute 

James A. Wintermute2 

Jesse Lee Wintermute 

Neal Duane Wintermute 

Pell Brooks Wintermute 

Timothy Paul Wintermute 

William A. Wintermute 

William R. Wintermute II 

Susan Gale Wintermuth 

Dianne Wintemute Yarmoloy 

1 Deceased Life Member 
2 New Life Member 

Please Join or Renew your Membership!  

Now only $65  
+ $12.50 shipping 

Place your order now: 

Send $77.50 US, check or mon-

ey order made payable to: 

 Windemuth Family Org. 

 C/O Cathy Ingraham 

 PO Box 20277 

 Beaumont, TX 77720 

Include your street and 

postal mailing address, and 

an e-mail address if you 

have one. 

 2 volume set 

 Professionally published 

 Information on 12,000 

Windemuth descendants 

The Windemuth Family Heritage 1996 

A great gift for birthdays and anniversaries 

Mike concluded, “It is my view that while I see no evi-

dence that connects this wedding dress to the Winde-

muth name dating back as far as 1753 in Boston, I have 

no problem accepting that it was worn by Elizabeth 

Wintermute during her 1800 marriage to Nathan Ray-

mond and thus from that point passed down through 

traceable descendants of the Windemuth Family.  This 

heirloom, an irreplaceable piece of history, has been 

an incredible find for both the Fort Erie Museum and 

the Windemuth Family, but with no facts to actually 

support the existence of a Jane Wintermute, it has not 

re-written our (Windemuth) history.” 

Mike’s secondary goal of expanding our research and 

filling in family lines of early ancestors was accom-

plished.  “I’ve had good success with adding 223 

names coming forward from the 1800 marriage of Eliz-

abeth Wintemute and Nathan Raymond at Niagara-on-

the Lake, Ontario,” reported Mike. 

Wedding Dress (continued from page 2) 

Research for this article was provided by 

Michael Johnson, Genealogy Chairman. 



 

 

Gene W. Dennis, President 

Windemuth Family Organization 

9095 S Saginaw Apt 12 

Grand Blanc, MI  48439 
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Be sure to check out 
our web site: 

 

www.windemuth.org 

First Class Mail 

Attend the 

2013 

Windemuth Reunion 

in Wisconsin 

 

Details on page 3 


