
 

 

The S.S. Eastland keeled 

over on its side in 20 feet 

of water in the Chicago 

River,  July 24, 1915.  The 

passenger steamer was 

moored on the river’s 

south bank between 

LaSalle and Clark 

Streets.  841 passengers 

and 3 crew were killed,  

Among the survivors 

were 23 year old Bertha 

S. Wintermute, her 27 

year old fiancé James 

Hays and her niece Hazel 

Meyers, age 7. 
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Bertha Wintermute and Niece Survived Disaster 
844 died as S.S. Eastland sank in the Chicago River 

The boat, built in 1903 by the Jenks 

Shipbuilding Company, was certified 

to carry 2,570 passengers.  She was 

owned by the St. Joseph-Chicago 

Steamship Company and had a histo-

ry of being top heavy and unstable.  

On the fateful day, she was one of five 

ships chartered by the Western Elec-

tric Company for it’s annual employ-

ees’ picnic cruise to Michigan City, 

Indiana.  Bertha worked as a stenog-

rapher for Western Electric. 

A primary cause of the disaster was 

attributed to the addition of extra 

lifeboats placed on the upper decks.  

They had been added in response to 

the loss of 2,715 lives in the recent 

sinking's of the RMS Titanic and RMS 

Lucitania .  The uneven distribution of 

S.S. Eastland shown here about 1914. 

The capsizing of the S.S. Eastland resulted in the 

largest death toll from any single event in the conti-

nental United States during the 20th century. 

By Michael Johnson 



 

 

Wintermute’s Garage 
 It all began at 808 Talbot St., St. Thomas... 

In 1922, Abraham Roy Wintermute (Roy) 

and Charles Milton Wintermute (Milton) 

became the owners of a garage started by 

their father, John S. Wintermute (b. 1862).  

The business, located at 808 Talbot St. in 

St. Thomas, Ontario, was renamed Winter-

mute Brothers Garage.  During this pre-

depression era, their small business 

thrived by performing the pre-sale prepa-

ration on all of the General Motors Cars 

sold in the city. 

By 1925, Milton had moved to Windsor and was working for 

the Janiese Brothers Funeral Home.  Meanwhile, Roy settled 

into a bigger facility with a new business partner named 

Eastman.  Their new garage was a Red Indian Station dis-

pensing Marathon Blue gasoline and Red Indian Motor Oil.  

The station prominently displayed the red McColl Frontenac 

logo featuring the silhouette of an Indian chief.   

Their gasoline was available as leaded or hi-test and was 

dispensed from two 

gravity-fed pumps.  

A wobble handle 

was manually 

pushed back and 

forth to pump the 

gasoline up into a 

glass bowl at the 

top of the dis-

penser.  The clear 

bowl was marked in 

one-gallon gradua-

tions allowing the 

purchaser to verify 

the amount of fuel 

they were receiv-

ing.  A hose would then drain the fuel from the bowl into the 

auto’s fuel tank.  The gasoline sold for 26 cents a gallon.   

Walter Wintermute, the son of Roy, was about 8 years old 

when he went to work at the garage.  Outfitted in breeches, 

shirt and hat, Walt used the wobble handle to fill the bowl 

and dispense the fuel into each customer’s auto.  For his 

work, he was paid 10 cents a day.   
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A big part of the business was auto repair with Roy acting as 

the chief mechanic.  With the start of the depression, custom-

ers had little money to fix their cars and the Wintermute’s 

repair business declined.  Unable to cover the high overhead 

cost of the Red Indian station, the family made the decision to 

return to their original, smaller garage. 

At the smaller garage, Roy and Walter provided free air for 

customer’s tires.  During this time they saw tires change from 

clinchers, to balloon and finally white-side walls.  Walter’s 

work included keeping two 5-gallon cans filled with water for 

topping radiators and dispensing oil from a 45 gallon drum 

into one-quart, long-neck glass bottles for sale to customers.  

While working at the garage, Walter attended St. Thomas 

Collegiate and Vocational School. 

At age 14, Walter purchased a Model T Ford from the junk 

yard.  He rebuilt the engine and his dad (Roy) helped with the 

body work.  One weekend as the restoration job was nearing 

completion, Walt was out of town.  His father used the oppor-

tunity to paint the Model T bright canary yellow with purple 

polka dots.  On Walt’s return, his dad informed him that “this 

will help me keep track of you, especially if you venture into 

lovers’ lane!” 

Walter acquired a restricted driver’s license at age 15 so he 

could operate the tow truck.  It was hand cranked and re-

quired two people to operate the winch.  “You mix ‘em, We 

(Continued on page 4) 

 

The Wintermute Brothers Garage in St. Thomas circa 1925.  Milton 

is standing on the left and Roy is on the right. 

By Walter Wintermute and Susan Lawrence 
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Some German family 

names are easily under-

stood and translated into 

English.  The names may 

have stemmed from a geo-

graphical area or city such 

as Meissner or Berlin.  Oth-

ers characterize a physical 

appearance or trait like 

Stark (strong) or Klein 

(short or small).  Still others 

represent a vocation such as 

Koehler (charcoal maker) or 

Kaufmann (merchant).   

The definition of many common German 

last names can be found on the internet.    

Unfortunately, some German last names 

have their roots in “old German” and 

their meanings have changed or the 

words are no longer in use.   

In addition, there may be no direct Eng-

lish equivalent, thus preventing a literal 

translation.  Windemuth appears to be 

such a name.  Muth is Old English for 

mouth.  But in German, Muth translates 

as bravery or courage as it does in the 

German name Helmuth.  (Mouth would 

be Mund in German.)  Given these 

meanings, a casual attempt to translate 

Windemuth in modern terms would 

result in something like “the courage of 

the wind”.  This sounds nice, but it 

would be wrong. 

Some years ago I inquired about the 

name on the German web site http://

ahnen-und-wappen.de and received 

the following reply:   

“name is Middle High German Wen-

delmuot; variable; a lower Hessian family 

tree is proven: See also Winnemuth.” 

There was no cited work and I e-mailed 

again to locate the source, but did not 

receive a reply.  A standard work on 

Was bedeutet der Name Windemuth bedeuten? 
            (What does the Windemuth name mean?) 

family names is Duden and it may have 

come from there.   

Winnemuth and Windemuth are names 

historically found in the Werra-

Meissner region of Germany.  Neither 

is a common name with Winnemuth 

being the least common of the two. 

Robert L. Windemuth 

Robert Windemuth of Chambersburg, Penn-

sylvania  shares with us a summary of his 

research into the meaning of the name Win-

demuth.  Robert can be reached by e-mail 

at: windem@pa.net 

(continued on page 9) 

Three Retiring Officers Honored 

At the 2011 Lancaster Reunion, Presi-

dent Gene Dennis paid tribute to three 

retiring officers for their dedication 

and many years of service.  “Thank 

you for your leadership and unselfish 

contribution of time,” said Dennis.  

“Your hard work has created the fine 

organization we have today.  I am hon-

ored to have served beside such capa-

ble and dedicated officers!”   

Leonard N. Wintermote was recog-

nized for his 14 years of service as 

Treasurer; Carole W. Birnie for 10 

years of service, 6 years as Secretary 

and 4 years as Vice President; and  

Shirley W. Mickey for  her 4 years of 

service as Secretary.    

Leonard Noal Wintermote 

Treasurer 

1997-2011 

Carole  Wintemute Birnie 

Secretary 2001-2007 

Vice President 2007-2011 

Shirley Wagoner Mickey 

Secretary 

2007-2011 

By Robert L. Windemuth 
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fix ‘em” was the slogan prominently 

displayed on the side of the truck.   

In 1940, WWII was underway, gasoline 

was rationed and there were fewer cars 

on the road forcing Roy to close the 

family business.  He went to work for 

Central Aircraft repairing military 

planes including Ansons Mark IV, Ly-

sanders, Fairy Battles and Boling-

brokes.  A year later Walter followed, 

working for Central Aircraft in London.  

He worked first in final assembly, then 

flight preparation.  On his 16th birthday, 

he transferred to the Royal Canadian 

Air Force as a civilian employee.  There 

he modified Mosquitos, (a twin-engine 

fighter/bomber) preparing them for 

their trans-Atlantic flight to England. 

After the war, Roy was self-employed as 

a carpenter and died in February 1948 

of a stroke while at work.  He was 62.  

Today, Walter, now age 85, volunteers 

his time restoring WWII aircraft to flight 

condition.  Currently, he is Crew Chief 

Roy Wintermute’s Red Indian Station in St. Thomas, circa 1929 

Wintermute’s Garage (continued from page 2) 

of the Bolingbroke Restoration Crew at 

the Canadian Warplane Heritage Muse-

um in Hamilton, Ontario.  His goal is to 

have the “Boly” (a twin-engine bomber) 

flying again by 2014! 

The information and photos for this article 

were provided by Walter Wintermute and his 

daughter Susan Lawrence.  They reside in  

Beamsville, Ontario.  Sue can be reached at: 

susan.lawrence@dsbn.org . 

the passengers was also cited as a contributing factor. 

Bertha S. Wintermute was born  January 1892 in Chicago, a daughter of Jeptha 

Arason Wintermute and Sabrina A. (Warpender) Warrender.  The “S” in her 

name may have been Sabrina, her mother’s name.  Bertha was one of nine 

children born to Jeptha and Sabrina.  The other known children were: Jessie 

Wineford, b. 30 Aug 1885; Edgar  Thomas, b. 23 Oct 1886; George Jeptha, b. 

14 Jan, 1890.  It is presumed the remaining children died as infants.  

Bertha married James Hays, Jr., son of James Hays and Mary Rice on April 22, 

1916 in Chicago.  According to his WWI draft registration card (June 1917), 

James was born  April 12, 1888  in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania and was an Auto-

mobile Finisher at Commercial Auto Body Company.  The 1920 census indi-

cated his occupation as Chauffeur/RR Express Company.  James Hays, Jr. 

died on September 22, 1923 in Chicago at the age of 35. 

By 1930, Bertha married  Morris M. Stephens and lived in Berwyn, Illinois.  His 

occupation was Electrician for the Telegraph Company.  The Social Security 

Death Index indicates Bertha died in February 1978 at Kewanee, Illinois and 

Morris died in April 1968 in Galva, Illinois.  

Hazel Meyers, the niece that also survived the disaster, was born in 1906.  She 

was the daughter of Bertha’s sister, Jessie Wineford Wintermute Meyers. 

After the disaster, the S.S. Eastland was refloated, purchased by the U.S. Navy 

and converted to a gunship.  She was decommissioned on October 31, 1946 

and sold for scrap. 

Bertha Wintermute (continued from page 1) 

Bertha S. Wintermute and James Hays, Jr. circa 1920 

The research on Bertha Wintermute was submitted 

by Michael Johnson, recently appointed as Genealo-

gy Chairman of the Windemuth Family Organization.  

Mike lives in Brantford, Ontario.  If you have ques-

tions or comments about this article or other Winde-

muth descendants, please contact him: 

              e-mail:  mjohnson@windemuth.org 

              phone:  (519) 759-6831 



 

 

Page 5 

Windemuth Family Newsletter 

January 2012 

Election and Appointments 
 Officers elected at the Lancaster Reunion will serve a four-year term  

Family Organization officers were elected at the  

2011 Lancaster Reunion in August.  Officers can 

serve up to three consecutive four-year terms. 

Gene Dennis, President was elected to 

his third term.  He and his wife Jan reside 

in Grand Blanc, Michigan.  Before retir-

ing, Gene owned a construction and au-

tomation control company.  In addition to 

his duties as President, he also edits and 

publishes the Windemuth Family News-

letter. 

Audreyann Bresnahan, Vice Preident 

succeeds Carole Birnie.  Audreyann and 

her husband Don live in Rimbey, Alber-

ta.  Now retired, they were the owners of 

a local pharmacy.  Audreyann and Don 

are frequent international travelers and 

participated in the 2010 Windemuth Ger-

man Reunion Tour.  

Ralph Wintermute, Secretary succeeds 

Shirley Mickey. Ralph and his wife 

Gretchen reside in Santa Clarita, Califor-

nia.  A retired fireman from L.A. County, 

Ralph enjoys genealogy research and 

travel.  He has attended several Winde-

muth reunions. 

Cathy Ingraham, Treasurer  succeeds 

Leonard Wintermote.  Cathy and her 

husband Stephen live near Beaumont, 

Texas.  During the summer, she resides 

at her cottage in the Finger Lakes region 

of New York  state.  In 2010, Cathy and 

Stephen participated in the Windemuth 

German reunion Tour. 

Committee chairmen are appointed by the presi-

dent to handle specific  program areas of the Or-

ganization.  This year’s appointments are: 

Neal Wintermute has been reappointed 

Chairman of the Cemetery Committee.  

Neal and his wife Linda recently moved 

from Pennsylvania to Fairfield, Ohio.  Neal 

is a retired electrician and also a past pres-

ident of the Windemuth Family Organiza-

tion.  

Michael Johnson has been appointed 

Chairman of the Genealogy Committee.  

Mike and his wife Carol live in Brantford, 

Ontario.  Retiring from Raymond Industries 

as a quality control specialist, Mike has 

been active in genealogy research for 

many years.  He succeeds Susan Meiers.  

Susan Meiers has been appointed as DNA 

Testing Administrator.  Susan and her hus-

band Richard Tillson reside in  Elk Grove, 

California.  She began the DNA testing pro-

gram for Windemuth descendants in 2009 

as a means of connecting “cousins” with  

Windemuth surname variations.  

James Wintermute has been reappointed 

Webmaster.  He has managed the Winde-

muth web site for the past 7 years.  He and 

his wife Linda live in Fort Atkinson, Wiscon-

sin.  Jim retired from the Army and later 

repaired electronics.  Jim Edited the Win-

demuth Family Heritage 1996 books.   

 

 

Wintermute’s Dock - Budd Lake New Jersey 

Cathy Ingraham submitted this photo of Wintermute’s  Dock on Budd 

Lake, Morris County, NJ.  The photo appears to have been taken 

about 80 years ago.  Can anyone tell us more about the photo or the 

name of the Wintermute family that owned it?  
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Lancaster, Pennsylvania- 
 64 Family Members Enjoyed the 2011 International Reunion 

Windemuth descendants 

from the USA, Canada and 

Denmark attended the Inter-

national Family Reunion held 

August 2-4, 2011.  Hosting the 

biennial event was Neal and 

Linda Wintermute. 

Bird-in-Hand Family Inn was our head-

quarter hotel and provided the perfect 

setting for the reunion.  Located in the 

heart of Amish country, it was but a short 

journey to visit the farms, bakeries, and 

specialty craft shops for which the area is 

noted.  Especially memorable was the 

home style cooking and smorgasbords. 

Tuesday, our first day, everyone enjoyed 

the opening reception and dinner where  

old and new cousins became reacquaint-

ed.  We were especially pleased to have 

Richard and Hannele Windemuth attending from Denmark.   

Wednesday we held the family meeting where we elected 

officers and received committee reports.  After the group pho-

to, there was free time to shop and enjoy a carriage ride.  

Thursday was a bus tour.  Our first stop was at Hershey Choco-

late World where we enjoyed learning how milk chocolate is 

made.  Nearly everyone took some of their products home for 

further taste testing.  After a wonderful home-style lunch, we 

visited a Lancaster farm and got to know the Amish family that 

owned it.  We learned firsthand about their life style, a typical 

Amish wedding, and then toured their barn where our kids 

milked a cow.  That evening we held our closing banquet 

where we shared photos, memories and conversation.  Sixty-

four family members will long remember the wonderful time 

they had at the 2011 Reunion! 

 

Reunion 

Photo Gallery 

Linda and Neal Wintermute 
Jean Parcher 

Donna & David  

Wintemute 

Walter Wintermute 

Judith Shevchick 
Douglas & Sue Lawrence 
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Reunion Photo Gallery (Continued)  

More 2011 reunion photos are posted on our web page.  

Go to  www.windemuth.org  and click on “Gallery”. 

Sandy Stokes &  Cynthia Skinner 

Hannele & Richard Windemuth Denmark 
Kathy & Robert Wintamute 

Judy Hankinson 

Wisconsin Dells, "where the dark 

rushing waters gather at the flat layers 

of rock."  The name of Wisconsin Dells 

is synonymous with natural beauty 

and fun.  

Located in central Wisconsin, The Dells offers something for 

everyone to enjoy.   Between reunion events, family members 

will have time for scenic tours, shopping, recreation and live 

entertainment.  All of this is surrounded by breathtaking scen-

ery.   

Jim and Linda Wintermute of Fort Atkinson are 

hosting the event. They promise everyone that 

this will be a reunion family members will 

long remember. 

The reunion will be held the first week in Au-

gust 2013.  Watch for more details in the next 

newsletter. 

The Wisconsin Dells 
 Site of the 2013 Windemuth Reunion 
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Birth Announcement: 

Chelsey Marie Anderson-Johnson was born May 5, 

2011, in Brantford Ontario, the daughter of Aaron John-

son and wife Alicia Anderson.  She is a 10th great-

granddaughter of Johannes Windemuth.  Thanks to 

Grandpa Mike Johnson for providing us with the details.  

Death Announcements: 

James “Jim” Hays, Jr. passed away August 27, 2011, in 

Kewanee, Illinois.  Jim was born July 25, 1922 in Chicago, 

the son of James and Bertha (Wintermute) Hayes.  (See 

the article about Bertha on page 1).  This information was 

provided by Mike Johnson. 

Zella M. Ratliff died November 6, 2011, at the Help for 

Health Hospice in Riverton, Wyoming.  She was born 

Zella Myra Wintermote on the family homestead near 

Douglas on Jan. 6, 1917. She married James B. Ratliff and 

later moved to Morton.  Zella was a life-member of the 

Riverton Post of the VFW Auxiliary.  Thanks to Leonard 

Wintermote for providing this information. 

Richard Leroy Wintermute passed away on Monday, 

July 25, 2011 at his home in Columbus, Ohio. He was 

Family News 
Reunions, births, marriages, deaths and missing addresses 

born in Marion, OH on August 2, 1928, the son of Al-

bert and Helen Wintermute.  He served in the U.S. 

Army during the Korean Conflict.  Dick enjoyed study-

ing his family’s genealogy and had a true love for life.  

Notice of his passing was provided by his niece Pat 

Lundburg. 

Barbara F. Wintermote died May 8, 2011 at Law-

rence, Kansas.  Born on September 3, 1930, she mar-

ried Richard (Dick) D. Wintermote on December 28, 

1950 in Kansas City, MO.  Barbara was a graduate of 

the Kansas University and a member of the Daughters 

of the American Revolution.  Information on her death 

was provided by James Wintermute. 

Richard (Dick) D. Wintermote passed away Monday, 

December 19, 2011 at Lawrence, Kansas.  He was born 

July 10, 1926 in Augusta, Kansas, the son of John W. 

and Ruth Clouse Wintermote.  After serving in the U.S. 

Navy during WWII, Dick graduated from Kansas Uni-

versity in 1951.  He retired from the KU Alumni Associ-

ation as its executive director in 1983.  Dick was a for-

mer treasurer of the Windemuth Family Organization.  

Information  on his passing was provided by James 

Wintermute.   

Surname First Middle Address City St/Pr 

Cherry Robert Lester PO Box1631 Topeka KS 

Ross Cathy Anne Wintermute PO Box 4253 Abilene TX 

Watson Eleanor  PO Box 778282 Henderson NV 

Wintermote Irene  714 S Moore St Ottumwa IA 

Wintermute Raymond  2229 Sunnydale Dr Burlington Ontario                        

Wintermute Huron  130 Borden Belmont Ontario 

Wintermute David Edgar 10 Harbor Blvd Unit 824 Destin FL 

 Send information and updates to: 

Gene Dennis 

9095 S Saginaw #12 

Grand Blanc, MI 48439 

e-mail: gdennis@windemuth.org 

Missing Family Members: 

The Post Office returned newsletters mailed to the following family members indicating expired or no for-

warding address.  Please contact us if you can provide updated mailing information on these individuals. 
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Windemuth Family Organization expenses are covered by voluntary contributions 

from family members like you.  Your support pays the costs of newsletter produc-

tion, cemetery stone restoration, web site operation and other operating costs.  (The 

top of your mailing label indicates your current membership status.) 

Annual Contribution:  Please consider contributing $15 US annually so we 

can keep our Windemuth family heritage alive for future generations.  Many 

family members find it convenient to pay two or more years ahead.   

Life Member:  Family members may elect to become a Life Member by mak-

ing a single $300 US contribution.   

Whatever amount is right for you, please send your check made payable to:  

   Windemuth Family Organization   
C/O Gene Dennis 
9095 S Saginaw #12 
Grand Blanc, MI  48439 

 

Name: _______________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________ State: _________ Zip Code: ___________ 

Phone: ____________________ E-mail: ____________________________________ 

Life Members 

Carole Wintermute Birnie 

Gene Winfield Dennis 

Cathy Snover Ingraham 

Thomas Michael Louden 

Marcia Jane McManus 

Susan Theresa Meier 

Shirley Wagoner Mickey 

Emma E. Murray 

Janice Wintermote Snyder1 

Jeane Bedo Titus 

Carolyn (Sue) Anne Wilkie 

Richard Neil Wintamute 

Bruce Scott Wintemute 

Norman Stewart Wintemute1 

Leonard Noal Wintermote 

David Michael Wintermute 

Dean Hallie Wintermute 

Jesse Lee Wintermute 

Neal Duane Wintermute 

Pell Brooks Wintermute 

Timothy Paul Wintermute 

William A. Wintermute 

William R. Wintermute II 

Susan Gale Wintermuth 

Dianne Wintemute Yarmoloy 

1   Deceased Life Member 

Please Join or Renew your Membership!  

Now only $65  
+ $12.50 shipping 

Place your order now: 

Send $77.50 US, check or mon-

ey order made payable to: 

 Windemuth Family Org. 

 C/O Cathy Ingraham 

 PO Box 20277 

 Beaumont, TX 77720 

Include your street and 

postal mailing address, and 

an e-mail address if you 

have one. 

 2 volume set 

 Professionally published 

 Information on 12,000 

Windemuth descendants 

The Windemuth Family Heritage 1996 

A great gift for birthdays and anniversaries 

I searched further on the internet and found a refer-

ence to Grimm’s Teutonic Mythology. There I discov-

ered a story concerning “Frau Ficklemind 

(Wendelmuot)” who was also known as Werre or 

Holda in other versions of the myth.  She traveled 

through the countryside between Christmas and New 

Year inspecting spinners to see that they had spun all 

the flax or wool for that year.   She also checked to see 

that people had eaten the proper foods during the fast.  

If the thread had not been spun Frau Ficklemind would 

despoil it.  She was known in other instances for sow-

ing “seeds of discord”.  The myth also identified a 

Werre as a chirping insect of the cricket family and 

that Werre was “akin to Wendelmout” This led me to 

think that Frau Ficklemind may have taken on the 

guise of a cricket when visiting the house.   

Could it be the Windemuth name is somehow ground-

ed in German mythology? 

The Name Windemuth  (continued from page 3) 



 

 

Gene W. Dennis, President 

Windemuth Family Organization 

9095 S Saginaw Apt 12 

Grand Blanc, MI  48439 
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Officers and Committee Chairmen  

 2011-2015 
 

Be sure to check out 
our web site: 

 

www.windemuth.org 

First Class Mail 

Recently added items: 

  Streaming video of the Lan-

caster and German Reunions 

 Thousands of new names in 

the genealogy surname 

search list. 

 Forum where you can post 

questions and other infor-

mation about the family  

 Photo Gallery additions 


