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Attend the 2011 Family Reunion —
At Bird-in-Hand on August 2-4, 2011

Windemuth descendants, spouses,
family members and friends are all
invited to the 16th family reunion
which will be held August 2-4, 2011
at Bird-in-Hand, a small village near
Lancaster, Pennsylvania.
Lancaster County is home to the
oldest Amish settlement in the U.S.A.
Arriving about the same time as our
Windemuth ancestors, the Amish
have preserved their lifestyle much
as it was then. Our stay in Lancaster
will give us the opportunity to learn
how our ancestors lived when they
arrived in America 275 years ago.
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Horses and mules perform all of the work on Amish farms in much the same
way as they did in the 1700’s.

The North American International Windemuth reunion began in 1981 at Stillwater, New
Jersey. Since then, descendants have met every two years
for a biennial reunion. The
common thread shared by
those attending is a DNA connection to Johann Christoph
Windemuth, born 1676 in Allendorf, Germany. The reunions provide an opportunity for
descendants (cousins) to meet
and share our family’s heritage.
(Continued on page 5)

Colorful handmade clothes gently blowing in the breeze are
seen throughout the Amish countryside.
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My Family’s Life in Russia
Condensed from a story by Tatjana Atadschanow

During the 1700’s, war and famine in
Germany triggered a flood of emigrants seeking a better life. Many
headed west to the New World as did
our Windemuth ancestors. Other Windemuth families went east and settled
the Volga region of Russia.
Mike Wintermute of Noblesville, Indiana has been communicating with one
of the “Volga German” families. Recently he received a history about the
Johannes Windemut family from 1890 to
the present.
Mike translated the story which portrays the hardships faced by the family,
first in Volga and then after their relocation to Siberia during World War II.
Here is a condensed version of the story written by Tatjana Atadschanow,
great-granddaughter of Johannes and
Maria Theresa (Held) Windemut.

Johannes Windemut, (the boy on the far left) was born about 1890.
The names of his parents and other family members are unknown

The full version of this story can be found on our web site
www.windemuth.org under the menu item “Other Family
Trees”.

Finally, after many years, the taboo that has prevented writing about the details of the German’s
history in Russia has been lifted. It is no coincidence that I am interested in this topic, as the history of Germans in Russia is closely connected with
the history of my family.
My Ancestors came to the Volga during the reign of
Catherine 2nd (about 1770); they wanted to escape
from the tribulations in Germany. My greatgrandmother, Maria Theresa (Held) Windemut, was
The Windemut Family Tree from 1890 to present.

(Continued on page 4)

Page 3

Windemuth Family Newsletter
April 2011

The Windemuth Family Heritage 1996
A great gift for birthdays and anniversaries

Will you host the
2013 Reunion?

Now only $65

Our 2011 reunion is still months
away, but it’s time to start thinking
about a location for our 2013 gathering.

+ $12.50 shipping

Place your order now:
Send $77.50 US, check or money order made payable to:

Talk to family members in your area
and consider hosting the event. By
moving it around North America, we
offer more families the opportunity
of attending.
For additional information, check
our web site or contact
Gene Dennis
9095 S Saginaw Rd #12
Grand Blanc, MI 48439
phone: (810) 694-7735
e-mail: gdennis@windemuth.org

Windemuth Family Org.
C/O Leonard Wintermote
PO Box 465
Elm Creek, NE 68836

• 2 volume set
• More than 700 pages
• Professionally published
• Information on 12,000
Windemuth descendants

Include your street and
postal mailing address, and
an e-mail address if you
have one.

Supplies are limited.

Letters From Our Readers
Kelsey Jones of Pine City, NY has sent us these corrections to
the article (Georg Philip Windemuth-The Loyalist) published in
the January 2011 Newsletter . Kelsey writes...
We have no firm date of birth for Leonard Wintermute of 1736.
The 1736 date is only an approximation and should be so noted.
The article states-”While in Stillwater, three sons, George,
Philip and Christopher were born.” There is a high probability
that George and Philip were born in Pennsylvania before their
removal to New Jersey.

Editors note: Bertha is 97 years old and mailed a check
with her letter to cover her dues until age 100. Thanks
Bertha, for your support of the Windemuth Organization!
Helen (Fisk) Girardi of Aurora, CO writes…
Enclosed is a photo from 1925. Helen was my mom’s
sister, sometimes call “Hellcat”. She became a registered nurse, and so did I. My last place of work was at
the men’s prison on the north bank of the Ohio River in
Pittsburg, PA as a Charge Nurse. I have sold my house in
Pittsburg and now live with my daughter and family.

PS-newsletter also indicates I reside in Millerton, PA. As of this
month, I have lived seven years in Pine City, New York.
Bertha Gertrude Wintermute Livingston of Fort Myers, FL
writes…
I think it is time that I make myself known.
My parents were Jesse Hampton Wintermute and my mother’s
name was Betha Veale Shapley Wintermute. I am the youngest
(b. 1913) and the last person of my generation living.
I lived in Iowa until 1970 when we moved to Fort Myers, FL.

Helen Emerick
(left) with her
grandmother
Henrietta
Taylor Wintermute. (Circa
1925)
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Life in Russia
(continued from page 2)

born (circa 1890) in Philpsfeld, Marx District, in the Saratov
region of the Volga. Her family always spoke German and
she never learned Russian. In those years the family lived
in a wooden house with a dirt floor and there were some
barns in the yard.
Life was hard, the year 1921 was especially difficult because
of the famine in Powolschje. The family collected wild garlic and onions and made tea from cooked licorice. In the
spring, ground squirrels were caught and fried. The house
was heated in the winter with dried
dung. Somehow, the family lived
through that year without losing anyone.

as such. Regulations were put into effect that included a lifethreatening 20 years of forced labor if any exile attempted to
escape.
In January 1942, my grandfather Alexander Windemut (age 21),
was “drafted” into forced labor in the Labor Army. Placed in
guarded camps, the detainees were humiliated and faced immense suffering. They worked 12 hours every day on a daily
ration of herbal broth and 600 grams of bread. The bread was
baked with whatever ingredients were available and looked
like a piece of clay. After a short
time, the men became walking skeletons, difficult to recognize. One in
three died of starvation and vitamin
deficiency. By the end of 1942, women were also “drafted” into the Labor
Army.

The holidays were very important in
our family, especially Christmas.
The celebration began on Christmas
The war ended and in May of 1947
Eve at 5 o’clock in the evening. EveGrandfather Alexander Windemut
ryone went to church except for one
returned from the labor camp very
adult who stayed behind to set the
sick but not broken. He was happy to
table and get ready for 6 o’clock
be alive. Sometime after, he met my
when everyone returned home.
Grandmother Lidia, a widow whose
Each family member was given a
husband had been killed at the front.
gift, but first the children were given
Their marriage was finally registered
homemade honey biscuits, some
Alexander and Lidia Windemut’s children (Circa 1960). in 1955 when restrictions were lifted.
nuts and a pair of bonbons. The
(L-R) Andrej lives in Siberia; Rosa lives in Mannheim,
adults were then given gifts; a plate
Germany; David lives in Wiesbaden, Germany; Alexan- I want to acknowledge the lovely childer lives in Moscow; and Maria lives in Siberia.
of sweets and a pocket knife, a scarf
dren that were raised by my Grandor cloth for a dress. This tradition
mother (Lidia) Wintemut. She worked
has been passed down from generation to generation.
to keep the German culture alive; she was pretty, could sew
beautifully, had good taste, dressed in very attractive simple
On August 26, 1941, two months after Germany invaded
dresses and was always the center of attention. My mother,
Russia, the Soviet government issued a decree requiring
Rosa, got her good taste from grandmother.
the removal of the Germans from the Volga. As they were
deported, Great-Grandmother Maria Theresa asked herself
torturous questions: “Who will provide everything we
need? Who will take care of the dog? Will I ever see
Philpsfeld again?” In her heart she knew she would never
return. She never did and died in 1960.
During the deportation, people from neighboring Russian
villages came into the street, looked silently at the passing
children and elderly and shook their heads in sorrow. They
pressed apples and tomatoes into their neighbor’s hands
and expressed their sympathy. During the journey, epidemics broke out but medical help was not available. The
soldiers would just throw the dead onto the bank of the
road.
In the beginning, the Siberians were friendly to the Germans, but soon the Soviet government made it known that
Volga Germans were considered enemies and to treat them

Editor’s note: Since the mid 1990’s, German heritage families in Siberia
have been allowed to relocate. Rosa, her cousin Andreas and other family
members, have returned to Germany. The German government has
played an important role on behalf of the German Russians by helping
build the Siberian Training Center which educates people for work in
modern technologies.

Credits for this article:
“My Family’s Life in Russia” was written in Russian by Tatjana
Atadschanow, daughter of Rosa Windemut-Atadschanow.
The German translation was made by Helene Windemut, 1st cousin 1x
removed, of Rosa Windemut- Atadschanow. Mike Wintermute of Noblesville, Indiana, provided the edited English version. Mike can be contacted at mikwinc@gmail.com.
The unabridged English and German Translations can be found at
www.windemuth.org under the menu item “Other Family Trees”.
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2011 Reunion
(Continued from page 1)

During your free time, there is a lot to see and do around
Lancaster. Visit America’s oldest farmers market, open
since the 1730’s; explore a one-room school house or tour
an 1805 farm house; learn about the Amish lifestyle with a
wonderful buggy ride; or visit nearby Strasburg and take a
trip on the historic steam-powered railroad.
Shopping is plentiful. Quality
hand-crafted
“I look forward to meeting
items are in
each of you August 2nd – 4th
abundance at the
in Lancaster!”
unique shops.
Neal Wintermute
There are also
200 outlet stores
offering discount
prices on just about everything.
Hershey’s Chocolate World will be one of our stops during the
coach tour.

We move the location of reunions
around North America giving more
descendants the opportunity of attended a reunion near their home.
Previous gatherings have been in Colorado; Cleveland, OH; Chicago, IL;
Niagara Falls, Ontario;, Branson, MO;
Walnut Creek, CA; Frankenmuth, MI;
Salt Lake City, UT; and Rapid City, SD.

We don’t want to forget mentioning the Sight & Sound Theatre. Located just outside of Lancaster, their spectacular dramas immerse the audience in the action
on the 300 foot-long wraparound stage.
Known as the nation’s largest Christian
theatre, the featured show in August is
Joseph, a story about dreams and the
power of forgiveness. If you are interested in attending, it is recommended that
tickets be purchased in advance as most
shows are sellouts. To make a reservation, visit www.sight-sound.com or call
(800) 377-1277.

This year’s reunion host is Neal Wintermute, Sr. of Mehoopany, Pennsylvania. Neal has spent the past year
planning for what promises to be an
The local farmers market features delicious
outstanding event! He indicates that,
homemade goods and produce.
“Lancaster is a popular destination
where visitors can unwind and enjoy a
slower pace. One can relax to the clip-clop of horses’
hooves echoing down quiet country roads. Adults and kids
alike will fall in love with the area.”
We will be staying at the Bird-in-Hand Family Inn owned by
the Smucker’s family. This facility offers modern guest
rooms, 3 swimming pools and a hot tub, a playground for the
kids, wireless internet access and is adjacent to the Bird-inHand Restaurant and Smorgasbord. According to Neal,
“Marvelous home-cooked food, served family style is a tradition with the Amish. I guarantee that everyone will long
remember the wonderful meals served here.”
Planned activities during the reunion will provide everyone
with opportunities to meet and greet distant cousins and
previously unknown family members. The activities begin
with a welcome dinner on Tuesday evening; Wednesday
morning is the family meeting and group photograph; on
Thursday, an optional coach tour takes guests to Hershey’s
Chocolate World and visits several Amish farms and businesses. Thursday evening is our closing banquet.

How do you get to the reunion? Bird-inHand is located seven miles east of Lancaster in southeastern Pennsylvania. If
you are flying, consider arriving at one of
these major
airports and
renting a car:
Philadelphia,
distance 80
miles (1-1/2
hour drive),
Harrisburg, PA
distance 40
miles (50 minute drive), or
Baltimore, 80
miles (about 11/2 hour
A buggy ride is a great way to enjoy the rural
drive).
Amish lifestyle.

For more information, contact Neal Wintermute by e-mail:
nwintermute@windemuth.org or by phone: (570) 833-2345.

Registration information is on page 6 & 7.
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2011 Reunion Information
Bird-in-Hand, Pennsylvania
August 2-4, 2011
Reservation Deadlines: We encourage you to plan your trip now and register early. Please complete
and mail the reunion registration form on page 7. Room availability is guaranteed only if received by:
Hotel Reservation Deadline:
Reunion Registration Deadline:

June 16, 2011
July 15, 2011

Hotel Reservations: Make your room reservations
by phoning guest services at our headquarter hotel.
Bird-in-Hand Family Inn
2740 Old Philadelphia Pike
Bird-in-Hand, PA 17505
800-537-2535
Please mention you are attending the Windemuth Family
Reunion to receive these special room rates.
Single/Double Room
Triple Room
Quad Room

$119.00/night
$129.00/night
$139.00/night

The local room tax is 11%. All rooms are non-smoking.
Hotel check-in time is 3:00PM. Learn more about the hotel
at www.bird-in-hand.com.

Camping:

Reunion Schedule:
Tue., Aug. 2nd:
Officers Meeting

12:00-3:00PM

Hotel Check-in

3:00PM

Reunion Check-in

4:00-7:00PM

Welcome Dinner

7:00PM

Wed., Aug. 3rd:
Breakfast

9:00-11:00AM

Group Photo

11:00AM

(Sight seeing and Free Time)

For those desiring to camp, we suggest
staying at nearby Country Acres Campground. Make reservations by calling 866-675-4745. Learn more at
www.countryacrescampground.com.

Thu., Aug. 4th:

Check-in & Welcome Dinner:

Fri., Aug. 5th:

Reunion checkin begins at 4PM on Tuesday. Our reunion officially starts
at 7PM, with a spaghetti dinner which is included in your
registration fee.

On your own

Family Meeting

Breakfast

On your own

Coach Tour (optional)

8:45AM-4:15PM

Family Banquet

5:30-8:30PM

(Additional sight seeing and departure)

Coach Tour to Chocolate World & Amish Farm: On this optional tour, our luxury charter bus
will pick us up at the hotel and take us on a 7 hour narrated trip. We will visit Hershey's Chocolate World , then
have lunch at the Good and Plenty Restaurant, followed by a visit to an Amish farm, quilt shop and bakery shop.
The cost of lunch is included. You won’t want to miss this tour. Space is limited so reserve early.
Amish Country Banquet:

Thursday night will provide a final opportunity to enjoy the fellowship of
cousins we only see every two years. Our banquet will be held at the Family Inn and Restaurant where we will enjoy an Amish meal of salads, meats, vegetables and desserts served family style.

Sponsorships:

We want our reunion to be inclusive and fun for all. We also realize that the registration and
banquet cost may prevent some family members from attending. Please consider adding a voluntary contribution
to your registration so that we can assist those who may otherwise be unable to attend. A special thanks is extended to those who have provided this extra support in the past and those who will offer it for the 2011 reunion.
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Registration Form -- 2011 Windemuth Family Reunion
Complete one registration form for each family or single adult attending the reunion. (A family consists of parents and their
children who are less than 18 years of age.) Mail this completed form with full payment to:
Gene Dennis, 9095 S. Saginaw #12, Grand Blanc, MI 48439, USA
Make checks payable in US dollars to: Windemuth Family Organization. Registration deadline is July 15, 2011.
Questions: Contact Gene Dennis; phone (810) 694-7735; e-mail: gdennis@windemuth.org

List each family member attending:
Be sure to include first and middle names. Also include the maiden name (in parenthesis) of each married female :
Adult #1:
Adult #2:
Child #1:

Child #3:

(under 18)

(under 18)

Child #2:

Child #4:

(under 18)

(under 18)

Address:
Street:
State /
Province:

City:
Phone:

(

)

e-mail:

Payment:
Registration:*

Coach Tour:
Amish Country Banquet:*

Group Photo (8” X 10”)
Sponsorship:*

Postal
Code:

Number

Amount

Adult (age 18 and over)

X $23.00 each

$

Children (age 17 and under)

No Charge

$

Each

X $60.00 each

$

Adults (age 13 and above)

X $21.00 each

$

Youth (age 4-12)

X $15.00 each

$

Under 4

No Charge

$

Each

X $18.00 each
Voluntary Contribution:

Total Payment

*Note:

0.00

0.00

$
$
$

We want our reunion to be inclusive and fun for all. If you find the cost prevents you from attending, please attach
a note to this registration and we will find a sponsor to cover your registration and banquet cost.
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Send information and updates to:

Family News
Reunions, births, marriages, deaths and missing addresses

Gene Dennis
9095 S Saginaw #12
Grand Blanc, MI 48439
e-mail: gdennis@windemuth.org

Missing Family Members:
The Post Office returned newsletters mailed to the following family members indicating expired or no forwarding addresses. Please contact us if you can provide updated mailing information on these individuals.
Surname

Arbuckle
Bloomer
Dunning
Rice
Ross
Windemuth

First

Steve
Particia
Phyllis
Cheryl
Cathy Anne
Betty

Middle

Bodler
Holden
Wintermute
E.

Address

4225 N 22nd St Unit 14
405 Center Ave
319 E. Dunstable Rd Ste 2290
329 El Capitan Loop
Po Box 4253
244 Armstrong Ave

City

St/Pr

Phoenix
Pittsburgh
Nashua
Stevensville
Abilene
Frostburg

AZ
PA
NH
MT
TX
MD

Death Announcements:

2010 Treasurer’s Report

Mary E. Wintermute Kent passed away January 23,
2011, in Kingston, NY. She was born Dec. 29, 1922 in
Scranton, PA, the daughter of Jennie and Walter Wintermute. Mary was a long time teacher and advocate
for persons having difficulty with the complexities of
life. She and her husband James Don Kent have attended many of the Windemuth North American Reunions.

By Leonard Wintermote, Treasurer

Frederick W. Lund died on January 11, 2011 in
Durham, NC. He was born on February 26, 1931 in
Brooklyn, NY, the son of Daniel and Anna Lund. Fred
enjoyed writing about his ancestral history and has
been a contributor to our Newsletter several times. We
were informed of his passing by his son Daniel Damien
Lund.
Margaret Lucille Shiflet passed away on March 2,
2010 at Annapolis, MD. Margaret was born to Roy and
Hazel Scott on October 12, 1921 in Pontiac, Michigan
and was a descendant of Anna Elizabeth Windemuth.
We were informed of her death by her husband, Dr.
Claude J. Shiflet.

Income:
Dues
Life Memberships
Book Sales (net)
Interest
German Reunion Surplus (net)
Total Income

$1,419.21
$ 300.00
$ 143.65
$ 204.67
$ 185.37
$2,252.90

Expenses:
Web site/Newsletter
Bank Charges
Genealogy Committee
Total Expenses

$1,972.27
$ 35.14
$ 244.00
$2,251.41

Total Income Less Expenses

$

1.49

Thank you to all family members who faithfully
pay their dues. A special thanks to those who
have become life members. Without your support, our Windemuth Family Organization could
not exist.
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Family Organization 2011 Election
Family Organization By-laws provide for the election
of officers to four year terms at the biennial reunion.
The election process is as follows:
a.

Officers include: President, Vice President,
Treasurer and Secretary.

b.

The President appoints a nominating committee
to recruit a slate of officers. Others may be nominated from the floor at the reunion.

c.

No officer may be elected to a position for more
than 3 consecutive terms.

d.

Officers should be selected in a manner that provides representation from the 3 branches of the
family to the extent possible.

At the 2011 reunion, all four officers positions are up for

Life Members
Carole Wintermute Birnie
Gene Winfield Dennis
Cathy Snover Ingraham
Thomas Michael Louden
Marcia Jane McManus
Susan Theresa Meier
Shirley Wagoner Mickey
Emma E. Murray
Janice Wintermote Snyder2
Jeane Bedo Titus
Carolyn (Sue) Anne Wilkie
Richard Neil Wintamute
Bruce Scott Wintemute1
Norman Stewart Wintemute2
Leonard Noal Wintermote
David Michael Wintermute
Dean Hallie Wintermute
Jesse Lee Wintermute
Neal Duane Wintermute
Pell Brooks Wintermute
Timothy Paul Wintermute
William A. Wintermute
William R. Wintermute II
Susan Gale Wintermuth
Dianne Wintemute Yarmoloy
1
2

New Life Member
Deceased Life Member

election. Of the current officers, the president is eligible
to serve one more term, the vice president and secretary
have indicated they will not seek re-election and the treasurer has served 3 consecutive terms and is not eligible for
re-election.
The nominating committee is seeking interested candidates. If you are interested in serving as an officer, please
contact Gene Dennis (gdennis@windemuth.org or (810)
694-7735) who is identifying interested family members
for the nominating committee.
To learn more about the duties and responsibilities of
each position, please review the by-laws which can be
found on our web site.
The election will be held during the Family Meeting at the
Lancaster reunion.

Become a Contributing Member!
Windemuth Family Organization expenses are covered by voluntary contributions from family members like you. Your support pays the costs of newsletter
production, cemetery stone restoration, web site operation and other operating
costs. (The top of your mailing label indicates your current membership status.)
Annual Contribution: Please consider contributing $15 US annually so
we can keep our Windemuth family heritage alive for future generations.
Many family members find it convenient to pay two or more years ahead.
Life Member: Family members may elect to become a Life Member by
making a single $300 US contribution.
Whatever amount is right for you, please send your check made payable to:
Windemuth Family Organization
C/O Gene Dennis
9095 S Saginaw #12
Grand Blanc, MI 48439
Name: _______________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________
City: _____________________________ State: _________ Zip Code: ___________
Phone: ____________________ E-mail: ____________________________________

Officers and Committee Chairmen
2007-2011

Submissions for future
newsleers are welcome
and encouraged!
Please send us your photos,
stories, historical informaon, birth and marriage
announcements, and obituaries that you wish to share
with the greater Windemuth
Family.
Mail or e-mail your material
to Gene Dennis.

President:
Gene Winfield Dennis
9095 S. Saginaw Rd. #12
Grand Blanc, MI 48439
Phone: (810) 694-7735
e-mail: gdennis@windemuth.org

Treasurer:
Leonard Noal Wintermote
PO Box 465
Elm Creek, NE 68836
Phone: (308) 856-4425
e-mail: Lwintermote@windemuth.org

Vice President:
Carole Wintemute Birnie
314 East 15th Street
Hamilton, Ontario Canada L9A 4G5
Phone: (905) 515-3226
e-mail: cbirnie@windemuth.org

Cemetery Committee Chairman:
Neal D. Wintermute, Chair
625 Jaynes Bend Rd.
Mehoopany, PA 18629
(570) 833-2345
e-mail: nwintermute@windemuth.org

Secretary:
Shirley W. Mickey
8333 Fleur Rd.
Joshua Tree, CA 92252
Phone: (760) 366-9650
e-mail: smickey@windemuth.org

Genealogy Committee Chairman:
Susan Theresa Meier, Chair
4974 Willow Vale Way
Elk Grove, CA 95758
Phone: (916) 684-5368
e-mail: smeier@windemuth.org

This Newsletter can be printed in color from our web site:

www.windemuth.org

Gene W. Dennis, President
Windemuth Family Organization
9095 S Saginaw Apt 12
Grand Blanc, MI 48439
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Please check the top of the mailing
label for membership status.
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