
 

 

Windemuth descendants meet every two 
years for a biennial reunion.  The common 
thread we share is a DNA connection to Johann 
Christoph Windemuth, born 1676 in Allendorf 
Germany.  More importantly, we reacquaint 
ourselves with cousins we haven’t seen in a 
long time and build relationships with family 
members we never knew existed. 

This will be the 15th reunion of North American 
Windemuth descendants.  Since the first event 
in 1981 at Stillwater, NJ, the reunion has 
moved around North America and has been 
hosted in Cleveland, OH; Chicago, IL; Niagara 
Falls, Ontario; Branson, MO; Walnut Creek, 
CA; Frankenmuth, MI and Salt Lake City, UT.   

Our 2009 hosts are Zetha and Bud Estes along with 
Herb and Sue Cook.  Zetha and Herb are Windemuth 
descendants and have spent nearly 2 years planning 
this reunion and it promises to be one we will long 

remember.  Ac-
cording to Sue 
Cook,  “If you 
have never been 
to the Black Hills in Western 
South Dakota, we have a treat 
for you, and it you have, come 
along for a refresher!”   

The Quality Inn in Rapid City is 
our headquarter hotel where 
guests enjoy a free hot break-
fast buffet daily.  The spacious 
indoor pool and a fun arcade for 
the kids make it  a family favor-
ite.  We have reserved a block 
of rooms for family members, 
but it is important to get your 
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reservation in by June 8th to guarantee availability at our 
special price. 

Planned reunion events include the opening reception 
and dinner on Wednesday, July 8th; a family meeting 
and group photo on Thursday.  On Friday, a luxury 
chartered bus tour will take us to Mt. Rushmore, Crazy 
Horse Memorial, the Iron Mountain Road and Custer 
State Park.  Friday evening will be our Black Hills Fam-
ily Banquet.   (Continued on page 9) 
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Michael A. 
Wintermute’s 
international 
travels over 
the past 35 
years has 
afforded him 
the opportu-
nity to visit 
and explore 
Pfungstadt 
and Allen-
dorf, the German towns from which our 
ancestors emigrated.  Mike can be 
reached at:  

mikwinc@sbcglobal.net 

Second of a three part series; this article 
looks at our maternal ancestors and their 
lives in Germany and colonial America 
during  the 17th and 18th century.  Part 3 
will be published in a future newsletter 
and examine the lives of our ancestral 
men. 

Part 2 

Though information is sketchy, we 
will explore the lives of our maternal 
ancestors.  We know that they faced 
cold winters, disease and pestilence.  
Many of their offspring died at a 
young age. 

Through it all, they nurtured their 
children and shaped their family’s 
persona. We can never know how 
much of their influence was passed 
down through the generations, per-
haps more than we suspect. 

Beata Ludolsin:  Johannes Winde-
muth’s wife, Beata Ludolsin, was born in 
1635 and died in 1693.  Allendorf church 
records indicate she had three children: 
Anna Katherine, b. 1668, d. 1670; 
Susanna, b. 1673, d. 1674 and Johann 
Christoph, b. April 3, 1676.  

Beata’s surname Ludolsin is a bit of a 
mystery since it is not found anywhere 
else.  The Allendorf church records 

were more than 200 years old when the 
translation was made and it is possible 
the old German script was misinter-
preted.  The construction of the name 
and the transcribed spelling may pro-
vide clues to help us with this puzzle. 

Since the feminine suffix, “en”, was com-
monly used with family names during 
that period, perhaps the “in” suffix 
should have been transcribed as an “en” 
making the name “Ludols”.   

The name Ludols is, once again, not as-
sociated with any other known German 
name.   

The old German script “s”, is similar to 
the character “f”, except for a small di-
agonal tic.   Perhaps the tic degraded 
with age and the transcription of “s”, 
should have been “f” making the name 
Ludolf, a real name that dates back to 8th 
century German roy-
alty.  

The name Ludolf of 
royal origin was 
taken as a family 
name by many peo-
ple during the me-
dieval period.  Based 
on what we know, we 
are much more likely 
to be descendants of 
a family that as-
sumed the name Lu-
dolf, than descen-
dants from royalty. 

It is reasonable to 
assume that Beata and Johannes lived 
near one another.  During the 30 years 
war (1618 to 1648), there was a Pastor 
Lorenz Ludolf in the village of Reichen-
sachsen.  Pastor Ludolf is remembered 
for his writing about the severity of the 
atrocities being endured by the people 
of the Werra Valley.  Reichensachsen is 
less than 4 miles from Weidenhausen, 
the home of Johannes.   

Pastor Ludolf was of the right age to be 
Beata’s father or uncle.  This leads me to 
believe that Beata may have been part of 

the Ludolf family living in Reichen-
sachsen. 

We don’t know when Beata and Jo-
hannes moved to Allendorf.  The 
records of the Allendorf church first 
mention them in connection with the 
birth of Anne Katherine in 1668.  It is 
possible that other children may 
have been born (and died) in a 
neighboring town before they ar-
rived .  

Beata was 33 when Anna Katherine 
was born.  This seems old for the 
birth of a first child in the 17th cen-
tury.  We have found an Anna Maria 
Windemuth, b. 1662, d. 1727, in 
Wahlhausen, located 2 kilometers 
West of Allendorf.  We can only 
speculate if this may be a daughter 
born earlier. 

Maria Margarethe Kleppinger:  
Johann Christoph, the son of Johan-

nes and Beata relo-
cated to Pfung-
stadt, Hesse-
Darmstadt and 
married Maria 
Margarethe Klep-
pinger on January 
4, 1702.  The Klep-
pinger family had 
lived in Pfungstadt 
for many genera-
tions. 

Maria, born about 
1680, gave birth to five children; 
Anna Elizabeth b. 1703; Georg 
Philip b. 1705; Anna Maria b. 1708, 
d. 1711; Johann Heinrich b. 1709, d. 
1710 and Johann Georg, b. May 11, 
1711.  

The eleven month period, from the 
middle of 1710 into 1711, was a 
tragic time for the family with the 
death of two of their  children.  Jo-
hann Georg was born just nine days 
before the death of his sister, Anna 
Maria. 

Life in Germany - The Lives of our Women Ancestors 
By Mike Wintermute 

Mike Wintermute 

(Continued on page 5) 

“The German women 
of our past played an 
important role in de-
veloping the strength 
and character of their 
families” 

 

 



 

 

The Windemuth DNA Project - Update 

In the January 2009 Newsletter, we 
announced the establishment of the 
Windemuth DNA Project.  Our first 
two participants were Neal D. Win-
termute of Pennsylvania and Leo-
nard N. Wintermote of Nebraska.  
Genetic DNA testing proved beyond 
a reasonable doubt that they had a 
common ancestor within the last 8 
Generations.  This supported our 
conventional genealogical research 
showing them to be 6th cousins, 
once removed, descending from US 
emigrator Johann Christoph Winde-
muth. 

Since then, two more descendants 
have been tested and show the same 
strong DNA match confirming their 
relationship to Johann Christopher 
Wintermute. 

Currently in testing is a male with a 
variation of the Windemuth surname.  
So far, our genealogical research has 
not been able to find a connection 
between him and Johann Christopher 
Windemuth.  His DNA test may prove 
the connection or perhaps a link to 

Windemuth descendants in Europe 
or other parts of the world.  Then 
again, there may be no connection as 
could happen if there had been an 
adoption or  name change in his pa-
ternal line.   

The Windemuth DNA project is open 
to all males with any variation of the 
Windemuth  surname.   It is limited to 
males because the Y-DNA  is  only 
passed  virtually unchanged from fa-
ther to son.   

“We are particularly interested in Y-
DNA testing of males living in Euro-
pean countries and those that have an 
uncertain genealogical connection to 
Johann Christoph Windemuth.  This 
will allow us to widen the net and find 
new ‘cousins’,” according to Susan. 

Females who would like to 
check their paternal line can 
ask a male relative with a 
variation of the Windemuth 
name to be tested. 

Recently, a Deep Clade test 
was ordered for Neal Win-
termute to determine from 
which Haplogroup the Win-
demuths descended.  Think 
of a Haplogroup as a major 
branch on the family tree of 
Homo Sapiens.   

Each Haplogroup  defines 
the migration of ancient 
populations during the past 
60,000 years.  Neal  was con-
firmed to be part of the 
I2b1a Haplogroup.  (See the 
map on this page.) 

I will be reporting more on 
the significance of this in the 
future. 

Would you like to partici-
pate in this project? 

Testing is simple and painless.  First, 
obtain a test kit from Family Tree DNA.   

Then self administer a cheek-swab, 
return it by mail and wait for the re-
sults!  The price is $149 plus shipping 
and handling.  

Susan Meier -  serves as the  
Windemuth DNA Project Admin-
istrator.  She is also Chairman of 
the Windemuth Family Geneal-
ogy Committee. 

This map shows the Y-DNA Human Migration of the I2b1a 
Haplogroup during the past 60,000 years.  Our Windemuth 
ancestry is part of this branch on the “family tree of  Homo 
Sapiens”. 

Contact Susan Meier for more informa-
tion and to order your DNA test kit.  

Susan Meier, DNA Project Admin. 
Phone: (916) 684-5368 
             (916) 717-3088 
E-mail: smeier@windemuth.org 

Check out this web site to learn more: 

www.FamilyTreeDNA.com 
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Letters From Our Readers 

Fort Erie Museums 
My name is Jude Scott and I am with the 
Fort Erie Historical Museum. George 
Sherk, a Wintemute descendant and one 
of our volunteers, brought in your current 
newsletter and The Windemuth Family 
Heritage 1996 book.  

They are both excellent resources and 
you are all to be congratulated.  

The Museum is wondering if we could be 
added to your newsletter mailing list. We 
would then make these newsletters avail-
able to researchers in our archives. I real-
ize they can be downloaded, which we 
will do for the past issues, but a copy of 
each current newsletter would be appre-
ciated.  

We have been chosen as one of the two 
Canadian repositories for the Schurch 
Family Archives and similarly would like 
to offer your newsletter as a resource for 
genealogists and researchers.  

Thank you for your consideration of this 
request.  

Jude Scott  
Deputy Administrator/Curator  
Fort Erie Museums  
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(Photo Above)  The Reunion of the Edwin Hampton Wintermute III and 
Grace Watson Wintermute family.  The reunion took place on the farm of 
Mary Ellen Wintermute Briganti in Fowler, Michigan, on August 8-10, 2008.  
47 of their 73 descendants  attended.  Family members came from Can-
ada, Massachusetts, Maryland, Indiana, North Carolina, Oregon, Texas, 
West Virginia and Michigan.   

Your Cousin, 
Edith Wintermute Jendrasiak 

Above: Garth Winter-
mute in 1960, the last 
owner of the historic log 
cabin. 

Left: the Wintermute 
cabin today at the Haldi-
mand Museum. 

Historic Wintermute Cabin 

The Wyoming Valley Raid of July 1778 drove Mary Wintermute, her hus-
band John and their 6 children out of Pennsylvania and away from the rebel-
ling 13 colonies to Canadian territory and haven at Fort George.   

John Wintermute and his sons served  in the Butler’s Rangers, the free –
wheeling frontier force of Canadians that held the Niagara border in 1776.  
Two of them were killed in the war of 1812.   

In 1818, the Wintermute family build this two room cabin in 
Haldimand County, Ontario, as required to secure a land pat-
ent from the government.  The cabin was occupied and re-
mained in the Wintermute family for 142 years until a new 
highway caused it to be relocated in 1960.   

Today the cabin has been reconstructed at the Haldimand Mu-
seum and Archives at Cayuga, Ontario.   

This information was provided by Windemuth descendant 
Shirley De Leeuw, Ancaster, Ontario. 

Edwin & Grace Wintermute III Reunion 
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Maria Margarethe died in January 1718, at the age of 38, leaving her children age 14, 12 and 6.  Within the year, Johann Chris-
toph married Anna Elizabeth Wambold, also a native of Pfungstadt.  Anna Elizabeth was 24 and Johann 42 when they married. 

Anna and Johann had no children of their own, but she raised and nurtured his three surviving children.  Anna immigrated to 
America in 1736 with Johann Christoph and his son, Johann Georg.  She died in Pennsylvania in 1746 at the age of 52. 

The Windemuths were a close family and settled near each other.  Anna and Johann lived in Pennsylvania near Johann’s oldest 
son Georg Philip and within visiting distance of the other children.  Anna Elizabeth, her husband Johannes Schnauber and Johann 
Georg, lived about 25 miles away, near Stillwater, New Jersey.  

Margaret Elizabeth Bernhardt:  Margaret Elizabeth was born in Kirzenheim, Germany, in 1721.  The town is located at the base 
of the Donnersberg, about 15 miles west of Worms in the region known as The Lower Palantate, Rhenish Bavarian.  Margaret 
Elizabeth was the oldest of three sisters.  The middle sister was born in Kirzenheim and the youngest was born in England during 
their family’s emigration to America.  

Margaret Elizabeth’s mother died soon after the family arrived in America.  Her father, sister and her sister’s husband Casper 
Scheaffer were among the first to settle in Stillwater.  Several years later, she married Johann Georg Windemuth and they settled 
near the Bernhardts and Scheaffers in Stillwater.  The Bernhardts , like the Windemuths, were a close family. 

The German women of our past played an important role in developing the strength and character of their families.  Perhaps the 
strongest testament to them comes from the lives of their children after emigration.  Their children loved each other and wanted 
to live near by and share their lives.  The Windemuth and Bernhardt children demonstrated great strength of character and rug-
ged constitutions.  They were, after all, tough enough to succeed in the wilderness of Eastern Pennsylvania and North Western 
New Jersey. 

Susan Gale Wintermute is hosting a 2010 Windemuth Family 
Reunion in or near Pfungstadt, Germany, the ancestral town 
of the Windemuth’s  before they emigrated to North America.   

Susan, born in New Jersey, now resides in Germany where 
she teaches at a local university.  Her knowledge of Germany 
makes this an outstanding opportunity for family members 
wanting to visit their ancestral  homeland.    

Visit our web site to view three-
preliminary itineraries:  

 www.windemuth.org 

Plans will be finalized at this sum-
mer’s reunion in Rapid City.  The  
date of the German Reunion is 
August 5-16, 2010.   

So far, approximately 30 people 
have indicate an interest in attend-
ing.  Susan would like to hear from 
you if you would like to receive 
more information as it becomes 
available.  

 

Left:  Typical small town 
in western Germany. 

Below:  The water front 
in Pfungstadt. 

Visit the Old Country - Home of our ancestors 

If you are interested in attending 
the 2010 reunion in Germany, 
please contact: 

Susan G. Wintermute 
Heiligengeiststr. 40 
D-21335 Lueneburg 
Germany 
E-mail:  swintermuth@aol.com 

 



 

 

 Reservation Deadlines:  We encourage you to plan your trip and register early.   Please complete and 
mail the reunion registration form on page 7.  Room availability can be guaranteed only if received by: 

Hotel Reservation Deadline: June 8, 2009 
Reunion Registration Deadline: June 15, 2009 

 Hotel Reservations:  For room reservations, contact our headquarter hotel directly.   

Quality Inn 
1902 N. LaCrosse St. 
Rapid City, SD 57701 
605-342-3322 

When calling, please mention you are attending the Win-
demuth Family Reunion (Group #6802) to receive these 
special room rates. 

Single Room (1-2 guests)  $99.99 
Double Room (3-4 guests)             $99.99 

The local room tax is 10%.  Queen, king and non-smoking 
rooms are available for the same price.  The hotel pro-
vides a complimentary hot breakfast buffet each morning, 
and will reimburse your shuttle cost from the airport. 

Check-in & Reception Dinner:  Reunion 
check-in begins in the Spruce Room of the hotel at 4PM on 
Wednesday.  At 7PM, a spaghetti dinner buffet (included 
in your registration fee) will be served.  

Mt. Rushmore Bus Tour:   Our luxury charter 
bus will pick us up at the hotel and take us on a 7 hour nar-
rated tour.  We will visit Mt. Rushmore and the Crazy 
Horse Memorial before having lunch at the Heritage Vil-
lage.  Then we drive the scenic Iron Mountain Road and 
visit Custer State Park.   Lunch and all admission fees are 
included.  You won’t want to miss this tour. 

Black Hills Family Banquet:   Our Family Banquet will be held Friday night at the Quality Inn’s Spruce 
Conference Room.  We will enjoy a buffet featuring roast beef in rosemary, baked chicken, mixed garden greens 
salad, jello fruit parfait salad, garlic mashed potatoes, beef gravy, dinner rolls, beverage and a special cake pre-
pared by our host, Zetha Estes. 

Sponsorships:  We want our reunion to be inclusive and fun for all.  We also realize that the registration and 
banquet cost may prevent some family members from attending.  Please consider adding a voluntary contribution 
to your registration so that we can assist those who may otherwise be unable to attend.  A special thanks is ex-
tended to those who have provided this extra support in the past and those who will offer it for the 2009 reunion. 

                              Reunion Schedule: 

Wed., July 8th: 

        Officers Meeting       12:00-3:00PM 

        Hotel Check-in        2:00PM 

        Reunion Check-in                    4:00-9:00PM    

        Reception Dinner   7:00PM 

Thu., July 9th: 

 Breakfast                      7:30-8:30AM 

Family Meeting          9:00-10:30AM 

Group Photo    11:00AM 

             (Sight Seeing and Free Time) 

Fri., July 10th: 

Breakfast                      7:30-8:30AM 

Mt. Rushmore Bus Tour             8:45AM-4:00PM 

Family Banquet                     5:30-8:30PM 

Sat., July 11th: 

     (Additional sight seeing and departure) 

2009 Reunion Information 
Rapid City, South Dakota 

July 8-10, 2009 
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Registration Form -- 2009  Windemuth Family Reunion 

 Complete one registration form for each family or single adult attending the reunion.  (A family  consists of parents and chil-
dren less than 18 years of age.)  Mail this completed form with full payment to: 

 Gene Dennis, 9095 S. Saginaw #12, Grand Blanc, MI 48439,  USA 

 Make checks payable in US dollars to:  Windemuth Family Organization.  Registration deadline is June 15, 2009. 

 Questions:  Contact Gene Dennis; phone (810) 694-7735; e-mail: gdennis@windemuth.org 

 List each family member attending:   

  Be sure to include first and middle names.  Also include the maiden name (in parenthesis) of each married female : 

 

  Address: 

 

  

Adult #1:   

Adult #2:   

Child #1: 
(under 18)   Child #3: 

(under 18) 
  

Child #2: 
(under 18)   Child #4: 

 (under 18) 
  

Street:   

City:   
State / 

Province: 
Postal 
Code:   

Phone: (             )                                                                   e-mail:   
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Payment:   Number   Amount 

 Registration:* Adult  (age 18 and  over)     @  $23.00 each  $ 

  Children (age 17 and under)   @  No Charge  $       0.00 

Mt. Rushmore Bus Tour:    Adults (age 13 and above)  @  $36.00 each  $        

 Youth (age 12 and under)  @  $24.00 each $ 

 Black Hills Family Banquet:* Adults (age 13 and above)   @  $22.00 each  $ 

  Youth (age 6-12)   @ $11.00 each  $ 

  Under 6   @ No Charge  $       0.00 

 Sponsorship:*                                                         Voluntary Contribution: $ 

                                                                  Total Payment  $ 

*Note:   We want our reunion to be inclusive and fun for all.  If you find the cost prevents you from attending, please attach 
a note to this registration and we will find a sponsor to cover your registration and banquet cost. 



 

 

Missing Family Members: 

The Post Office returned newsletters mailed to the following family members indicating expired or no for-
warding addresses.  Please contact us if you can provide updated mailing information on these individuals.  

Family News 
Reunions, births, marriages, deaths and missing addresses 

Obituaries: 

William B. Blatter of New Hart-
ford, NY died August 11, 2000.  He 
was born June 25, 1934 in Wilkes-
Barre, PA, to William E. and Ruth 
Boyce Blatter.  He received his 
MBA from NY University, served 
10 years in the National Guard and 
married Jaye Dettmann in 1958.  

Elaine M. Johnston of Concordia, 
KS, died May 23, 2008.  She was 
born November 3, 1929.  She was 
the wife of Harlan Keith Johnson 
who passed away in 1992. 

Vera Eleanor Mankovich of 
Oldsmar, Florida died May 27, 
2008.  Vera was born August 2, 
1920, the daughter of Hugh and 
Pauline Wintermute in Trenton, NJ.  
(Note: Hugh was raised in the 
original Windemuth Stone House.)  
She Married Stephen Mankovich 
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Surname First Middle Address City St/Pr 

Lutgen James  1503 --31st Ave. N. St. Cloud MN 
Sandahl Stephanie H. 9830 Lincoln Village Dr Apt 32 Sacramento CA 
Steele Jane Ellen W. PO Box 375 Caroga Lake NY 
Whiting Bessie  1717 23rd St #402 Mitchell NE 
Wintemute Douglas Floyd 2225 Sun Valley Drive Nanaimo BC 
Wintermote Benny  210 South Shiawassee Bancroft Mi 

in 1942, and was a retired secre-
tary at the NJ State House.  This 
information was reported by her 
daughter, Nancy Verzi.   

Norman Stewart Wintemute of 
Brentwood, CA passed away 
January 18, 2008.  He was born to 
Royal Sexsmith Wintemute and 
Gladys Hamilton on Oct. 31, 
1922 in San Francisco.  He at-
tended Stanford and served in 
the Army as a lieutenant in WWII  
from 1942-46.  Norman married 
Lydia Anne Parks in 1950.  This 
information was reported by his 
daughter, Susan Wintemute 
Bernal. 

Phillip Donald Wintermute of 
Lansing, MI died September 7, 
2008.   He was born on February 
26, 1945 in Weiser, ID.   This in-
formation was reported by Edith 
Wintermute Jendrasiak. 

 Send information and updates to: 

Gene Dennis 
9095 S Saginaw #12 
Grand Blanc, MI 48439 
e-mail: gdennis@windemuth.org 

Historic Photos Wanted: 
As Genealogy Chairman of the Winde-
muth Family Organization, I  am asking 
for your help.   

I am looking for historic photos of Win-
demuth descendants for our family ar-
chives. I intend on placing them on our 
web site for all family members to en-
joy.   

Photos can be in the form of  photo-
graphic reprints, high quality laser 
color copies, or scanned photos in 
electronic format.  The important thing 
is that they be of good quality. 

Be sure to include names, places, dates 
and any story that goes along with the 
picture. Please send them to me by 
mail or e-mail: 

Susan Meier 
4874 Willow Vale Way 
Elk Grove, CA 95758 
Phone: (916) 684-5368 
E-mail: smeier@windemuth.org 
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The payment of “Dues” helps The Windemuth Family Organization cover the 
costs of newsletter production, cemetery stone restoration, web site operation 
and other operating costs.  (Please check the top of the mailing label for your 
membership status.) 

Annual Contribution:  Please consider contributing $15 US annually so 
we can keep our Windemuth family heritage alive for future generations.  
Many family members find it convenient to pay two or more years ahead.   

Life Member:  Family members may elect to become Life Members  by 
making a single $300 US contribution.   

Whatever amount is right for you, please send your check  made payable to:  

   Windemuth Family Organization   
C/O Gene Dennis 
9095 S Saginaw #12 
Grand Blanc, MI  48439 

 

Name: _______________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________ State: _________ Zip Code: ___________ 

Phone: ____________________ E-mail: ____________________________________ 

Life Members 

Carole Wintermute Birnie 

Gene Winfield Dennis 

Cathy Snover Ingraham 

Thomas Michael Louden 

Marcia Jane McManus 

Susan Theresa Meier 

Shirley Wagoner Mickey 

Emma E. Murray 

Janice Wintermote Snyder 

Jeane Bedo Titus 

Carolyn (Sue) Anne Wilkie 

Richard Neil Wintamute 

Norman Stewart Wintemute 

Leonard Noal Wintermote 

David Michael Wintermute 

Jesse Lee Wintermute 

Neal Duane Wintermute 

Pell Brooks Wintermute 

*Susan Gale Wintermute 

William A. Wintermute 

William R. Wintermute II 

Dianne Wintemute Yarmoloy 

*Indicates new Life Member 

Why should I pay “Dues”? 

Now only $65  
+ $12.50 shipping 

Place your order now: 

Send $77.50 US, check or 
money order made payable 
to: 

 Windemuth Family Org. 
 C/O Leonard Wintermote 

 PO Box 465 
 Elm Creek, NE  68836 

Include your street and 
postal mailing address, and 
an e-mail address if you 
have one. 

Great gift for birthdays  

• 2 volume set 

• More than 700 pages 

• Professionally published 

• Information on 12,000 
Windemuth descendants 

The Windemuth Family Heritage 1996 

“Every Windemuth descendent should own a copy.” 
There is plenty of free time to do sight seeing on your 
own.  Visit the Mammoth Site, an active archeological 
dig, in Hot Springs or the historical town of Deadwood 
where you find the final resting spot of some of the 
most colorful characters of the old west; among them 
Wild Bill Hickok, Calamity Jane and Potato Creek 
Johnny.   

East of Rapid City is the Badlands National Park, a 
scenic, yet seemingly hostile landscape.  As you 
leave the park, you might be a bit parched from the 
summer heat.  Respite is close by at Wall Drug Store 
where the Hustead family still promises free ice wa-
ter, as they did during the Great Depression.   

Located on street corners throughout downtown 
Rapid City are 31 life sized bronze statues of U.S. 
presidents.  While downtown, plan on visiting Land-
strom’s Jewelry to view their “Original Black Hills 
Gold Creations”.  Landstrom’s is offering all reunion 
participants a significant discount by showing your 
reunion badge. 

Come and enjoy family, friends and Western hospital-
ity at its best.  See you in the Black Hills! 

2009 Family Reunion  (Continued from page 1) 



 

 

Gene W. Dennis, President 
Windemuth Family Organization 
9095 S Saginaw Apt 12 
Grand Blanc, MI  48439 
 
RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

Please check the top of the mailing 
label for membership status. 

Windemuth  
Family Newsletter    

The Newsletter for descendants of 
Johann Christoph Windemuth 

President: 
Gene Winfield Dennis 
9095 S. Saginaw Rd. #12 
Grand Blanc, MI  48439 
Phone: (810) 694-7735 
e-mail: gdennis@windemuth.org 
 
Vice President: 
Carole Wintemute Birnie 
314 East 15th Street 
Hamilton, Ontario Canada L9A 4G5 
Phone: (905) 515-3226 
e-mail: cbirnie@windemuth.org 
 
 Secretary: 
Shirley W. Mickey 
8333 Fleur Rd. 
Joshua Tree, CA 92252 
Phone: (760) 366-9650 
e-mail: smickey@windemuth.org 
 

Treasurer: 
Leonard Noal Wintermote 
PO Box 465 
Elm Creek, NE  68836 
Phone: (308) 856-4425 
e-mail: Lwintermote@windemuth.org 
 
Cemetery Committee Chairman: 
Neal D. Wintermute, Chair 
RR2, Box 83 
Mehoopany, PA 18629 
(570) 833-2345 
e-mail: nwintermute@windemuth.org 
 
Genealogy Committee Chairman: 
Susan Theresa Meier, Chair 
4974 Willow Vale Way 
Elk Grove, CA 95758 
Phone: (916) 684-5368 
e-mail: smeier@windemuth.org 

Officers and Committee Chairmen  
 2007-2011 

This Newsletter can be printed in color from our web site: 

www.windemuth.org 

Visit our web site 

www.windemuth.org 
Information on the web site: 

• Copies of past newsletters 

• Reunion information 

• Photos - Historic and current 

• Membership information 

• Genealogy - Surname search 
now with more than 24,000 
Windemuth descendants. 

• Forum -  NEW!  

Comments and inquiries can be 
sent to our web master Jim Winter-
mute:  

jwintermute@windemuth.org 

First Class Mail 


